


on the Rehabilitation of Nathan Leopold 


This is a'.belated “thank you”' for your edi- 
torial; on' Nathan Leopold following his 
death In August. May I add a short personal 
footnote? I became interested in him as a re- 
sult of a /conversation many years ago with 
Dr. Catr , Winter, pastor of the Oak Park 
Baptist .Gtiurch in Chicago, and a friend and 
adviser tb Nathan Leopold during his long 
imprisonment. 

Dr. Winter was also a friend of Clarence 
Darrow, whose plea to the judge saved Na- 
than and his associate, Dickie Loeb, from ex- 
ecution. Dr. Winter told me that at the time 
(1924) he was so outraged by their murder of 
Bobby Franks that he said to Darrow, “You 
have rendered a great disservice to human- 
ity.” Later Dr, Winter, rendering a part time 
ministerial service at the Joliet prison, had a 
complete change of sentiment. His counsel- 
ing service gave him an opportunity to ob- 
serve Nathan struggling through the process 
of rehabilitation. He was greatly impressed 
by Nathan’s self-discipUne and his response 
to the moral and spiritual influences that 
Dr. Winter and others provided. 

Dr. Winter shared credit with Dr. Harold 
Row, a dedicated minister in the Church of 
the Brethren, who became tremendously in- 
terested in Nathan, as a person, not as a sta- 
tistic. Neither minister had the slightest 
thought of proselytizing. Leopold was grate- 
ful for this attitude and on one occasion said 
to Dr. Winter, “My family is Jewish and I 
will remain loyal to the Jewish faith.” Still, 
in a letter to me he referred to the depth of 


his appreciation of Christian principles and 
attitudes. One of Nathan’s best friends was 
Father Eligius Weir, OFM, and Nathan’s 
book “Life Plus 99 Years” was dedicated to 
him and two others in this language, “With- 
out whom this book might not have been 
written because the prison term on which it 
is based might not have been lived through.” 
Evidence that religious influence in Na- 
than’s prison life were substantial is also 
found in the moving words at the end of the 
book (written before action was taken on his 
parole): “And when we have done all we hu- 
manly can, I shall invoke God’s help in 
prayer. I shall pray for guidance and 
strength. I shall pray for mercy and compas- 
sion. I shall pray for the wisdom and moral 
strength to justify by my conduct the right- 
ness of the board’s decision, if it is favor- 
able. If it is unfavorable, I shall pray for 
the fortitude to go on.” '' 

I had a long friendship with Harold Row 
as well as with Carl Winter. They intro- 
duced me by correspondence to Nathan 
after his parole was granted, and we ex- 
changed letters during . his residence in 
Puerto Rico, where his studies and activi- 
ties demonstrated that rehabilitation was 
genuine and complete. 

I can add little to this exciting case study, 
but I do want to express the hope that Na- 
than Leopold’s experience will be studied 
and cited in the continuing investigations of 
our penal problems. His life during the 


dozen years of his freedom which had been 
so clearly earned during 33 years imprison- 
ment shows that men can be rehabilitated. 

Nathan and I met face to face in the home 
of Harold Row in Washington shortly before 
Mr. Row’s death. Later Nathan sat in the liv- 
ing room of our Southeast Washington home 
while we talked chiefly about our friends 
Winter and Row and of our common interest 
in social work and in books. 

It is fitting that your editorial referred to 
his marriage and to the understanding and 
helpfulness his wife brought into his new 
life in Puerto Rico. 

Mr. Row once referred to Nathan as “one 
of the most remarkable men I have ever 
known and one of the finest men I have 
ever known.” In light of the fact that he 
could converse in 10 languages and had a 
working knowledge of 17 others and further 
that he demonstrated humanitarian interests 
in the middle and later years, the compli- 
ments must surely have been deserved. 

Since proposals for prison reform will 
likely be given high priority by the Ameri- 
can people, thle story of Nathan Leopold 
should be regarded as a significant one. 

BROOKS HAYS. 

Washington. 

The writer, a former member of Con- 
gress, is dhairman of the Human Rela- 
tions Commission of the State of North 
Carolina. 



